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no libertine or infidel could withstand it. But by the scandal and irregularity
of our manners we fight against Christ and draw a reproach upon his most
holy religion. Thus, through us, are his name and faith blasphemed among
the Gentiles. The primitive Christians converted the world by the sanctity
of their example; and by the spirit of every heroic and divine virtue which
their actions breathed, spread the good odour of Christ on all sides: but
we, by a monstrous inconsistency between our lives and our faith, scandalize
the weak among the faithful, strengthen the obstinacy of infidels, and
furnish them with arms against that very religion which we profess.
" Either change thy faith, or change thy manners,'1 said an ancient father.

The following feasts are celebrated on April 18 :

ST APOLLONIUS THE APOLOGIST :  ST GALDIN, Archbishop of Milan:  ST LASERIAN, Bishop
of Leighlin, in Ireland (by some called Molaisre): and BLESSED MARIE DB L/INCARNATION, virgin.
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ST LEO IX, POPE, CONFESSOR
(A.D. 1054)

[From his councils, and his life, wrote with great accuracy by Wibert his archdeacon, at Tonl,
published by F. Sirmond at Paris in 1615, by Henschenius, Apr, 19, Mabillon, Act, Ben.
t. ix., et Muratori Script. Ital. t. iii. p. 278 ad p. 299 ; another life by the Cardinal of Arragon,
who flourished in 1356, apud Muratori, ib. p. 276; also from a history of his death by an
anonymous contemporary writer, ib., and from the history of the dedication of the Church
of St Regimius at Rheims by Anselm, a monk of that house, entitled, litinerarium Leonis
IX in Mabillon, t. viii. See Hist, Liter. Fr. t. vii. p. 458; Mabillon, Annal. lib. lix. n. 61,
62 ; Calmet, Hist, de Loir. t. iv. p. 176.]

THIS great pope received in baptism the name of Bruno. He was born
in Alsace in 1002, with his body marked all over with little red crosses,
which was attributed to the intense meditation of his pious mother on
the passion of Christ. He was of the illustrious house of Dapsbourgh,
or Asbourgh, in that province, being the son of Hugh, cousin-german to
the mother of the pious Emperor Conrad the Salic. He had his education
under Berthold, the virtuous and learned Bishop of Toul; and, after his
first studies, was made a canon in that cathedral,1 His time was principally
divided betwixt prayer, pious reading, and his studies; and the hours of
recreation he employed in visiting the hospitals and instructing the poor.
When he was deacon he was called to the court of the Emperor Conrad,
and was much honoured by that prince. The young clergyman displayed
an extraordinary talent for business; but never omitted his long exercises
of devotion, or his usual fasts and other austere mortifications. In 1026
he was chosen Bishop of Toul. The emperor endeavoured to persuade
him to defer his consecration till the year following; but the saint hastened
to the care of the church, of which he was to give an account to God, and
was consecrated by his metropolitan, the Archbishop of Triers; but

1 Wibert, in Vita Leonis IX, lib. i. n. 10.